
 
 

401 State Street, Hudson, NY  12534 (518) 828-3375 
Fax (518) 828-2825 

Columbia County, New York 

Planning Board 

FINAL - Meeting Minutes – 18 March 2014  

 

Members Present Staff Present           Guests 
*Cheryl Gilbert  Patrice O. Perry, Senior Planner         None 
*John V. Florio, Jr.          
Arthur Koweek, Vice - Chair          
Alice Platt         Members absent-Notified         
Larry Saulpaugh Steve J. Savarese 
Deborah Shakotko   
Timothy Stalker, Chair   
George Super  
*arrived after CTO                  

 

CALL TO ORDER and APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Chairman Timothy Stalker called the meeting to order at 6:30 PM.   Chairman Stalker opened the floor to 
the CCPB for any changes to the 18 February 2014 meeting minutes.  George Super motioned to approve. 
Deborah Shakotko seconded.  Vote: All in favor. 
 

NYS GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §239-l, §239-m REFERRALS 
1. #14–007– Town of Claverack Planning Board 

Casella Organics, Site Plan Review and Special Exception Permit  
The proposed action is to establish an organics recycling, processing and distribution facility with offices, to 
produce animal bedding products.  The use is proposed in an existing structure previously occupied by 
Claverack Recycling.  The site is located in the Gerald E. Simmons Commerce Park at 37 Salerno Drive 
(County Route 20) in the Town of Claverack, NY. 
Recommendation:  no apparent significant county wide or inter-community impacts 
Comment:  
1. NYSDEC Permit Process: The CCPB notes that the establishment of the proposed use is contingent upon 

successful completion of the review and permitting process with New York State Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC), pursuant to NYCRR Part 360 Solid Waste Management Facility, including a 
Beneficial Use Determination for production of the animal bedding material.  

Motion: Larry Saulpaugh Second: Deborah Shakotko 

Vote: #14-007 
REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert*   X  

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh* X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 7 0 1 1 

 

2. #14–008– Town of Claverack Planning Board 
Samantha’s Serenity Spa, Special Use Permit and Site Plan Review  
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The proposed action is to establish an esthetician's office in an existing structure which is also occupied by Red 
Apple Realty.  The site is located at 369 Route 23B in the Town of Claverack, NY. 
Recommendation:  no significant county-wide or intercommunity impacts associated with it 
Comments: None 
Motion: John Florio  Second: Arthur Koweek 

Vote: #14-008 
REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert X    

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 8 0 0 1 

 

3. #14–009– Town of Kinderhook Planning Board 
Robert J. Boll, Jr., Site Plan Review  
The proposed action is the construction of an accessory storage building for an existing business.   The site is 
located on Parker Hall Road, near the intersection with NYS Route 2303 in the Town of Kinderhook, NY. 
Recommendation:  no significant county-wide or intercommunity impacts associated with it 
Comments: None 
Motion: John Florio  Second: Deborah Shakotko 

Vote: #14-009 
REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert   X  

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 7 0 1 1 

 

4. #14–010– Town of Kinderhook Planning Board 
Primax Properties LLC/Dollar General, Site Plan Review  
The proposed action is the construction of a retail store, Dollar General.   The site is located on 3067 US Route 9 
in the Town of Kinderhook, NY. 
Recommendation:  no significant county-wide or intercommunity impacts associated with it 
Comments: 
1. Access: The CCPB suggests that the applicant contact New York State Department of Transportation 

(NYSDOT) regarding any necessary improvements to the proposed access off US Route 9. 
2. Stormwater:  Please note that construction projects involving one or more acres of soil disturbance 

require coverage under the State Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) General Permit for 
Stormwater Discharges from Construction Activity, SPDES General Permit for Stormwater 

Discharges from Construction Activity, Permit No. GP-O-IO-00 I.  The CCPB suggests that the 
applicant contact NYSDEC regarding compliance with this permit. 
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3. Signage: The CCPB notes that the submission packet was lacking information regarding proposed 
signage. 

4. Water Supply and Septic System: The CCPB suggests that the applicant contact Columbia County 
Health Department in order to obtain any necessary reviews and approvals related to the proposed 
septic system and water supply. 

5. Emergency Access: The CCPB recommends that the proposed application be reviewed by the Fire 
Chief and emergency responders. 

6. Access and traffic: The CCPB notes the application was lacking any data on projected number of trips 
resulting from this proposed retail establishment.  The CCPB suggests that the Kinderhook Planning 
Board give careful consideration to the traffic patterns in this vicinity in relation to the traffic 
generating characteristics of this proposed use. 

 
Motion: Arthur Koweek  Second: Larry Saulpaugh 

Vote: #14-010 
REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert   X  

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 7 0 1 1 

 

5. #14–011– Town of Livingston Town Board 
Adoption of Proposed Local Law No. 2 of 2014 amending the Zoning Law of the Town of Livingston in 
regards to Commercial Event Venue. 
Recommendation:  no significant county-wide or intercommunity impacts associated with it 
Comments: 
1. Definitions: The CCPB notes that the “Special Event” definition begins with “Any low impact 

event…”  The CCPB suggest that consideration be given to establishing a threshold for determining 
what categorizes a “low impact” event. 

 
Motion: John Florio  Second: George Super 
Vote: #14-011 

REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert X    

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 8 0 0 1 

 

6. #14–012– Town of Livingston Planning Board 
Livingston Weddings and Receptions, LLC-Special Permit, Site Plan Review  
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The proposed action is the establishment of a commercial events venue.  The site is located at 184 Oak Hill 
Road in the Town of Livingston, NY.  
Recommendation:  no significant county-wide or intercommunity impacts associated with it 
Comments: None 
Motion: Arthur Koweek  Second: Larry Saulpaugh 

Vote: #14-012 
REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert X    

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 8 0 0 1 

 

7. #14–013– Town of Copake Town Board 
Proposed Town of Copake Local Law of 2014, Extension of Town of Copake Natural Gas Mining Moratorium 
Law.  The current eighteen (18) month moratorium on natural gas mining and activities ancillary to natural gas 
mining in the Town of Copake expires on 10 April 2014.  It was enacted in order to provide the Town of 
Copake the opportunity to examine whether “additional local zoning regulation is necessary and the extent of 
such regulation”.  This proposed local law would in effect extend the moratorium an additional six (6) months. 
Recommendation:  The CCPB seeks to reaffirm the 25 September 2012 recommendation offered on the initial 
eighteen (18) month moratorium.  The recommendation for the extension of the moratorium is as follows:  
 
For the purpose of the proposed moratorium, natural gas mining is defined as,  

“the extraction from the earth of natural or petroleum gas in a nonliquid or gaseous state, 

whether under pressure or otherwise contained, and whether or not the product of conversion 

from liquefied natural gas or liquefied petroleum gas”.   

 
The CCPB notes that New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC) in its authority 
as a regulatory agency for mining in New York State has been evaluating natural gas mining, in particular the 
process of High-Volume Hydraulic Fracturing (HVHF), often referred to as hydrofracking.  HVHF is an 
extractive mining process for natural gas which involves the use of large quantities of water, sand and chemicals 
injected deep underground to fracture shale formations, to release natural gas.  The NYSDEC study of potential 
impacts of HVHF and the development of proposed regulations have been in process.  A revised Draft 
Supplemental Generic Environmental Impact Statement (SGEIS) addressing over 13,000 public comments has 
been prepared.   
 
As a result of their review process, the NYSDEC proposes new regulations as well as modification to 
existing regulations to address the production of natural gas from wells permitted by NYSDEC. 
http://www.dec.ny.gov/energy/47554.html.   It was recently announced that the findings of NYSDEC will 
be reviewed by the New York State Department of Health in consultation with an outside independent 
entity.  
The CCPB notes that the process of natural gas mining through hydrofracking may result in significant 
impacts at the county or intercommunity level.  However, the adoption of a local law enacting a 
moratorium on natural gas mining to study the issues related to it in terms of local land use laws will have 
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no apparent significant county wide or inter-community impacts.  Therefore, the Copake Town Board 
may take final action on this Local Law with a simple majority vote.   
Motion: John Florio  Second: Cheryl Gilbert 
Vote: #14-013 

REGION MEMBER AYE NAY ABST. NOT PRESENT 

1 Cheryl Gilbert X    

2 Timothy Stalker X    

3 Deborah Shakotko X    

4 John V. Florio, Jr. X    

5 Arthur Koweek X    

6 Larry Saulpaugh X    

7 Alice Platt X    

8 Steve J. Savarese    X 

At Large George Super X    

 TOTAL 8 0 0 1 

 
EXEMPT ACTIONS - proposed actions exempt from mandatory referral NYSGML §239-m.3. (c) – 

none submitted 
 

OLD BUSINESS  
1. Membership: Patrice Perry stated that Arthur Koweek representing Region 5, City of Hudson, was 

reappointed at the Columbia County Board of Supervisors March 2014 meeting. 
 
2. New York Planning Federation (NYPF): The annual conference of the NYPF is March 30th – April 

1st, 2014 at the Gideon Putnam Resort, Saratoga Springs, NY.  The venue location is close enough to 
allow commuting.   The cost to attend the full conference is $169, and a single day session is $125 for 
a NYPF Member.  The request to attend was approved by the Columbia County Board of Supervisors 
County Government Committee on 25 February 2014.  Those attending are: Deborah Shakotko, Tim 
Stalker, Arthur Koweek, Larry Saulpaugh, George Super, Alice Platt, and staff Patrice Perry. 

 
Chairman Stalker serves as the Second Vice President of the Executive Committee of the NYPF 
Board of Directs and Vice-Chairman Koweek is past President of the NYPF Board of Directors.  The 
2014 conference will be held at the Sagamore in Bolton landing. 

 

NEW BUSINESS –  
1. Land Use Training: Patrice Perry stated that she is working with Greene County to coordinate a 

training session which will be conducted by Land Use Training Specialist from the New York State 
Department of State.  The tentative date is May 28, 2014 with tentative topics of: Case Law – 1.0 
hour; Intermunicipal Agreements – 1.5 hours; and Downtown Revitalization – 1.5 hours.  This Spring 
session will be held in Greene County at the Emergency Management Training Center in Cairo.   

 

ADJOURNMENT 
Chairman Stalker adjourned the meeting at 7:45 PM.  The next scheduled meeting is 

Tuesday, 15 April 2014, 6:30 PM  
1st Floor Committee Room, Columbia County Offices 

 401 State St, Hudson, NY 


