
Resolution 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Columbia 

New York 

 
RESOLUTION NO.     43-2012  DATE: February 8, 2012 

 
BY SUPERVISOR____________________________         

HEALTH/ MEDICAL SERVICES COMMITTEE  

CHAIRMAN: LAWRENCE ANDREWS   

 
AUTHORIZATION FOR THE MENTAL HEALTH CENTER TO ENTER INTO A PER 

DIEM CONTRACT WITH DR. MARCUS’ PRACTICE  
 

 UPON, recommendation of the Health/ Medical Services Committee at a meeting held on the 17
th

 day of 

January 2012, and the Finance Committee at a meeting held on the 7
th 

day of February 2012;  

 

 WHEREAS, the Columbia County Department of Human Services Mental Health Clinic (MHC) 

continues to experience a substantial increase in the number of clients seen (21% increase from 1196 in 2008 to 

1452 for 2010), and 

  

 WHEREAS, the MHC currently has only 1.4 FTE’s worth of prescriber time each week to cover these 

patients, and  

  

 WHEREAS, limited available time has the consequence of making it difficult for patients to schedule 

appointments, and 

  

 WHEREAS, the MHC must have all clients who are discharged from a psychiatric hospital have an 

appointment with a prescriber within 14 days of discharge for assessment purposes , and 

  

 WHEREAS, one of MHC’s clients major concerns expressed in a recently administered satisfaction 

survey was a lack of timely access to their prescriber, and 

  

 WHEREAS, a local physician group owned by Dr. Dennis Marcus (South County Psychiatric and 

Psychotherapy Center) has a psychiatrist available to the MHC for five to ten hours per week, and 

 

 WHEREAS, Psychiatrists, on average, historically have generated $1.42 of reimbursement for every 

$1.00 expended, and  

  

 WHEREAS, we have budgeted sufficient revenue in the 2012 budget to cover an available approved 

prescriber expense pool of $465,490 of which $133,869 is still available and unused;  

 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 

  

 RESOLVED, that the Columbia County Department of Human Services is authorized to enter into a per 

diem contract with Dr. Marcus’ practice in order to secure additional prescriber time for  MHC clients for five to 

ten hours per week; and be it further  

 

 RESOLVED, that if needed, authorization is given for a budget transfer for the Mental Health Center’s 

.1 account(s) to a .4 account(s); and be it further  

 

 RESOLVED, that this contract is subject to approval by the County Attorney’s Office; and be it further                         

  

 RESOLVED, that certified copies of this resolution be forwarded to the Columbia County Human 

Resources Department, the Payroll/ Accounts Payable Department, Department of Human Services,  the Civil 

Service Department, the Columbia County Attorney, and the Columbia County Treasurer. 
 

Approved:  

____________________________ 
 

________________________________                    ____________________________ 

County Attorney 

     ____________________________ 

                                


